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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices spiked due to panic demand from foreign buyers after the announcement of 
Vietnam’s rice export restrictions and Cambodia’s ban on white rice exports driven by the COVID-19 
outbreak.



Market Tone

Rice export prices further increased 10-15 percent from the previous week due to panic demand from 
foreign buyers.  Vietnam announced restrictions on rice exports on March 23, 2020, followed by 
Cambodia’s ban of white rice export beginning on April 5, 2020 due to concerns about shortages during 
the COVID-19 outbreak.  Additionally, India, which is the world’s largest rice exporter, is currently 
locked down for 21 days due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  Despite India’s large inventory of rice and no 
formal ban on rice exports, the lockdown has disrupted the entire supply chain, which led to delays in 
contracted rice shipments.  As a result, foreign buyers began sourcing white and parboiled rice from 
Thailand.  Thailand has not enforced a lockdown and has no ban on rice exports. However, exportable 
supplies of Thai white rice are currently tight due to reduced MY2019/20 off-season rice production 
caused by drought.  Supplies will remain tight until October 2020 when supplies of MY2020/21 main 
rice production will begin to enter the market.  

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for March 30 – April 5, 
2020, totaled 49,544 metric tons, down 26,185 metric tons from the previous week and down 28,947 
metric tons from the four weeks moving average of 78,491 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from 
January 1 – April 5, 2020, totaled 1,123,067 metric tons, down 42 percent from the same period last 
year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 
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